INTRODUCTION

WE may be allowed to congratulate ourselves
that we live at a time when the long-drawn
conflict of man to win a mastery over Nature
seems to be on the turning-point towards
victory. The time may, in a sense, be still
called the age of steam, though it is passing
into the age of the forces that will conquer
steam. But the crash of machinery, even
the clang of the tram-car or the whiz of
the on-coming motor, need not deaden our
perception of other sounds, that make
perhaps less noise in the world, but are
none the less a token of the presence of
forces more potent and more enduring than
even the conquerors of steam.

In silence, unnoticed by the daily press,
a revolution is being brought about; has
been, indeed, so far accomplished that its
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